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Press Release

Date: Monday, January 4, 2010

For release: Immediate

Subject: Mary’s Kitchen comes home to Uptown Station

It’s been a long time coming, but finally Mary’s Kitchen is coming home! Opened by Ray Jones in 1949 as Ray’s Bar-B-Q, the Fort Walton Beach institution became known as Mary’s Kitchen – named after Ray’s wife.  They set up shop in Fort Walton Square (now Uptown Station), on the site of what is now Kim’s Korean Restaurant.

There were various moves in its long history, first to Mary Esther and more recently to Eglin Parkway and Yacht Club.  

Ray Jones passed on some time ago and Mary is now retired and living in Houston. 

Joe Ezell bought Mary’s Kitchen two years ago when Mary retired. Joe’s family has been in the restaurant business since the ‘40’s in Alabama, where they have a thriving Catfish restaurant chain.  Their most famous restaurant is Ezell’s Fish Camp on the Tom Bigbee River in Choctaw County, Alabama – renowned for their Catfish Fillet.

Joe has introduced the Ezell’s Catfish Fillet to the Mary’s Kitchen menu and Joe credits part of the increasing success of Mary’s to this.

Success and the need to serve more diners is one of the reasons why Mary’s Kitchen is moving back home to Uptown Station.  The new restaurant will be located between Wine World Outlet and Winn-Dixie Market Place, with a slated opening date of January 18th.

Opening hours will be Monday to Saturday 11am to 9pm and Sunday, 11am to 3pm.

Joe Ezell can be contacted at 850 863 1141

          For more information contact: The Marketing Department. 850 654 4126
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